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The Home Government considered this unjustified, and
gave the Kaffirs back the land. The Boers resented this and
felt themselves both threatened by the Kaffirs and deprived
of protection by the British,

They decided to move out of the territory, and in 1836
The thousands of them set out on the Great Trek. They moved
Trek 'in their wagons across the veld, in a movement resembling
the migration of the Biblical patriarchs, until they came to
unoccupied spaces, and there they settled. The first new
Natal territory was called Natal, but the British followed them, and
as the Home Government wished to keep access to the coast
from the Boers, Natal was annexed in 1843. The Boers
moved on again and formed a State on the other side of the
Orange river, with a capital, Bloemfontein, and others went
still farther across the Vaal, and called that territory the
Transvaal, with a capital at Pretoria. These new settlements
consisted mainly of scattered farms, and were weak in
defence against the Kaffirs and Zulus. Great Britain de-
clared, therefore, that the new territories must be annexed
to give safety to the Cape, and this was done in 1847.

Then, however, came a change of policy. In Europe
- Britain was becoming concerned with the Near Eastern

denBoer question, and the Crimean War was not far off.    South
States Africa was felt to be troublesome, and the Government
therefore tried to lessen its obligations.   In 1852 the Boers
were given independence, and their two States recognized
The sand as republics, Great Britain saying that she " had no desire
co^vln- for responsibility beyond the Orange River " (Sand Rtvei
(18521) Convention).
Two circumstances led to that policy being abandoned,
Native and again we can see how a mixture of motives led us on,
wars First came endless difficulties over the natives.   Bordering
the Orange Free State lay Basutoland, and there trouble
began when the natives of that district attacked the Boers.
The Free State was not strong enough to deal adequately
with this war-like tribe, and in consequence Britain stepped